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xactly 10 years ago, a
undertakers began a mast
As far as they were concerned, the

papers were all in order: 133 bodies were to be

ery,
where they would be cremated. It was a small
burial plot, with the graves unmarked except for

a few plain black crosses.
Nntnxﬂylmrofthc nnll)obforthe

unusual either.

only when th:ydncmmduaddmmal bodxu
that alarm bells be

This was a site for Magdalens, women

an‘ecﬁvelybemlnchadu

their lives, working for no wages in.
convent, oneofthehrptandol est
Laundriesin

untry.
Bythe!y!”()s.!hehnndryhdchsadmd
Mmms ms of Our Lady of Charity of

land they had sold. So the good Sisters did a deal
with the developers dzatuchwouldpayhﬂf

death certs for a further 34 women. These
women at least had names. But the cause and
date of death for most of them are listed as “not
known”. Some of these women died as recently
as the mid-1970s.

hulmminﬂloﬁ‘mcghthusmem fail to
register a death which occurs on your premises.
This is normally done by a relative. In the case
oimeuzgdahnwnmkmtkekmhtyof
the nuns to register their deaths. It
appuzthtfornhuti!om:escwomthe
nuns failed to do so.

And then there were the additional 22 bodies
discovered by the undertakers. All work on the

immediate!

| many
| unexplained, e
unregistered sowa. -
deathsbe  iawom
| investigated? Teerdiist

the identities of the extra 22.
dHA\Ibulm nithebodmbm s n}v;:e cremated,
troying any possi ture
identificaf Thenughndbeenmfomd
that the cost of reburying the remains intact
would be considerable, and so they went for the
cheaper option.
Until 20 years ago, crem-donwusfotblddm

“earnestly recommends that the pious custom
of burial be retained”.

proceeded smoothl;
the fact that the State was fully aware that more
than half the deaths of those exhumed had never
been certified. The ashes were interred in a plot
in Glasnevip. A headstone with a list of names
now marks the grave.
Howeva-,acumpaﬂsmurlhenmaand
dates on that and the list lied by
the nuns to the of the Environment
hsurdmg.OnIyﬂnﬂhemmsmd dates
either the [is

the
Glasnevin gravestone brzr little relation to the

identities of those actually buri

Last Easter, I asked the nuns
explain all of this. They chose
myufthewdmdedquunmlpmmthm
Instead, earlier this week,

a pemarzn: resting place.

concemmrspecnhedudm dalen
women is no doubt touching. But might perhaps
the Minister for Justice be concerned enough to
investigate so many unexplained and

ered deaths? And who will care enough
to restore to these women the dignity of their
real names - something the nuns stripped
ruthlessly from them in life? It is surely the duty
of the State to return some respect to these, its
citizens, whom it deserted so comprehensively
both in life and in death.
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