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Justice for Magdalenes

Crocknahattina, Bailieborough
Co. Cavan, Ireland

Web: www.magdalenelaundries.com
Email: info@madgalenelaundries.com

28 May 2012

Senator Martin McAleese
Independent Chairperson
Inter-Departmental Committee :
to estahlish the facts of state involvement with the Magdalen Laundnes

Montague Court

Mentague Street. -

 Dublin2

Dear Senator McAIeese,

Please find enclosed copies of the surviver testimény that Justice for Magdalenes [JFM)
has collected over the past few months. In tetal, there are thirteen separate ‘
testimonies comprising 519 pages of text including cepies of original decuments that the -

survivors have asked us to include as supportrng evidence. We have glso ;neludeg,i elght A
testimonies gathered by Evelyn Glynn as part of

with full permission from Evelyn and those she i int ;
testimonies gathéred by Evelyn come from people !

™

Please note: These testimonies are intended to inforin the work of the lnter- i
departmerital Committee and consent has nat been given for distribution beyond the
individual members of the Committee. To clarify, IFM is submtttmg these testimonies
on the condition that they are not distributed outside the Committee to government
departments. '

Once more, we apologise that this process has taken longer than any of us anticipated.
That said, and consistent with our ethos, we as an organisation set out to ensure that

" the women’s testimony was collected in an ethical manner that conformed to the

highest human-subject research standards. This involved sitting with the women to go
through the consent form and allowing them time to ask guestions before sighing it.
We also wanted to ensure they understood precisely how JFM intends to use the
material, both in the short term to facilitate your work and/or to inform }FM Reports,
but also in the longer term as feeding into an Oral History Project, as part of an effort to
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avond unnecessary trauma for surv:vors who would I|ke to partncnpate in the Pro;ect but ‘
who should not have to endure the ordeal of teﬂmg their story twice. Flriaﬂy we wanted
to help them understand that while the testimony was bemg presented to you to aid the
work of the Inter-departmental Committee, that neither you nor the Committee have
been charged with issuing an apology or determining redress. We W|II contlnue to
underscore this fact in the fead up to the arranged meeting with the women on 6™ June
next: All those who have been interviewed have had a chance to review and revise their
testimony. : ;

‘Please note that amongst the supporting documentation included with the testimonies,
is @ separate document which contains psychiatrie hospital records for—. As
the information contained therein i is of a particularly sensitive nature, we are requesting.
that this document is destroyed once the Commlttee has completed its work

Please also note that three testimonies are offered under pseudonyms, as per the
survnvors wrshes Thls is noted on the first page. of each of the re!evant documents

- We will get in touch with Nuala after we ascertain from sufvivers themselves aste
whether the acknowledgement 1etter from you (discussed at our last meeting with
‘Nuala) should be dellvered v1a JFM

Likewise, in the ease of redacted capies of original documents submitted in support of
testimony and that are to be retalned in the archive, JFM reserves the right to inspect .
the copies to ensure that they have been sufﬁaently anonymised. We hope that you will
help facnlrtate any future redactlon of documents at the direction of survuvors ‘

Please feel free to contact me rf you have any questlons and/or requ|re addrtronal
information.

Yours Sincerely,

Claire McGettnck (on behalf of JFM Coordmatmg and Advisory Commlttees)
PRO, Justice for Magdalenes
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