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emains of 133 ‘abandoned’

4RST

By PAULETTE O'CONNOR
THE remains of 14 "abandoned™
women will be dug up from i
vonvent graveyard in Dublin over
the next few weeks in what is
believed to be the Iargest single
exhumation n the mstory of the
Slate.

The mass exhumation of the
privite grav ..ﬁ.:_ at Nigh Park
Convent, Dramcondra, which
Legan yesterday, 1s part of a land
sibe deat by the Sisters of Our
Lady of Charity in i bid to raise
funds 1o cover conveut debts,

Tnterred in the graves, some of
which are dated s bate as the
19%0x, are the repuiins of wonien

who were taken in by the convent
after heing shunned or isolated by
their (amilies and society for a
variety of reasons.

More than 20 were called
Magdalen and many were inundry
warkers at the convent,

Their remains, being dug up by
warkers employed by Patrick
Massey Undertakers, will now be
brough! to Glaspnevin cemelery for
cremation,

The Catholic Charch granted
pernussion for the mass
exhunution after the convent
nule the case thit the sale of the
lund, on which the graveyard is

N

sited, would siave the convent’s
presemt focilities.

Tha sisters recently
accumulated heavy delst aftor
huilding a new centry for women
in need, according to a spokesman
for the Cathaelie Church,

b £ sise that the
exhmation of the renssuns of
those past would be helping the
waomen there today., The Dubhin
Diocese deemed (U fitung amd pave
permission,” said Jim Cantwell of
the Catholic Press office.

‘The only other option was to
huild a walt aronmd the gravevard
in the centre of the 12-4c0re site
“hut access ti the graves would

women exhumed at convent

hive been cut off,” he saud.

A Cantwell aaid the
exhiton was basing carricd ot
wWith the “greatest sensitivity ™ el
that anyone who knew the women
woulth have been indormed,

Permission was also granted ror
the exhunutions by Dublin
Corportation and the Department
.:. the Environment under the

Local LGovernment Siantation
Servives Act, 14948,

The Hiph I'ark Lrnandrey whieh
took tn washing from a wide area
of the city, closed down some years
HTZOR



